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WAGS-nOUR DIVISION APPROVES VvESTLRN UNION ALLOiAANGE TO MESSSIKERS FOR USE OF 
BII-ES 

More than 10,000 ITestern Union messengers throughout the Uni ted S t a t e s 

w i l l ge t i n c r e a s e d com.pensation r ang ing from $10.42 t o $2.0»S0 a year f o r use 

of t h e i r b i c y c l e s i n the compr'ny's . service , ThOaT.as W. Holland, Admixnistrator 

of the Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n , U. S . Department of Labor, announced today . 

Messengers usiiig t h e i r bicycle.s on coiipany bus ines s dur ing the day v d l l 

rec-3ive 1/2 cent an hour , v/hi.le n igh t m.essengers, because they m.U3t pro"vide 

headlight-3 and b a t t e r i c o , v / i l l ge t one cent an hour on the b a s i s of a cos t of 

ope ra t ion s tudy conducteci by Western Union and .approved by t.he V/age and Hour 

Di-vision, . . , . ' ; .yr 

Ihe a d d i t i o n a l compensation v / i l l aggregate more than $100,000 a y e a r . 

Under the Fa i r Labor S t a ida rds Act the employer must pay f o r the use of 

equipment or t o o l s necess.ary to the conduct of h i s bus iness v.rhe.n such eq'jj.p-

ment or t o o l s are ov/ned or furn ished by an e.mployee, 

'.Messengers who use .motor b ikes and motorcycles a l ready are be ing pa id 

by the compan;̂ - for use of these v e h i c l e s . 
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